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benefits to the largest number of people. 
They pledged to continue working together 
toward these and other shared objectives. 

The two leaders agreed that democracies 
must strive to improve basic services for all 
citizens, and emphasized the importance of 
expanding health and education as a means 
of empowering citizens with the tools to fully 
participate in society, providing opportunities 
for economic growth and social development. 
They further concurred that democracy and 
democratic governance are the right and re-
sponsibility of all, and that an educated, en-
gaged citizenry is the foundation for strong 
democratic institutions. They also agreed that 
all citizens should have the ability to partici-
pate fully and fairly in a modern economy, 
under the protection of the rule of law. 

Both stressed the central role of initiatives 
such as the mutually beneficial U.S.-Peru 
Trade Promotion Agreement (PTPA) in 
strengthening bilateral ties while leveling the 
trade playing field, spurring job creation, and 
reducing poverty and inequality. In this re-
gard, President Bush reaffirmed his commit-
ment to securing congressional approval of 
the PTPA as quickly as possible. Both Presi-
dents noted that domestic capacity-building 
programs, such as President Bush’s Center 
for Education Excellence in Teacher Train-
ing and the Poverty Reduction and Allevi-
ation Program initiatives, and President Gar-
cia’s Sierra Exportadora and ‘‘Internal FTA’’ 
programs, ensure that the opportunities de-
rived from free and open markets accrue to 
the broadest number of Peruvians. 

Presidents Bush and Garcia reaffirmed 
their strong commitment to protect their 
people and the hemisphere from the depre-
dations of transnational terrorist and criminal 
organizations, pledging to promote speedy 
extradition of drug cartels’ members. Among 
the many ways our countries work together 
to combat the scourge of narcotrafficking, 
based on the principle of shared responsi-
bility, are Peru’s comprehensive efforts 
against drug trafficking and illegal coca cul-
tivation and U.S. programs that provide infra-
structure and training to develop a police 
presence east of the Andes and alternative 
development to people in former coca grow-
ing areas, giving them hope for a sustainable, 
legal livelihood to provide for their families. 

The Presidents reaffirmed their commit-
ment to a strong bilateral relationship and 
to promoting prosperity and social justice for 
all people of the Americas. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this joint 
statement. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks in a Discussion on School 
Safety in Chevy Chase, Maryland 
October 10, 2006 

The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you all for coming. In many ways, I’m 
sorry we’re having this meeting. In other 
ways, I know how important it is that we’re 
having this meeting. The violence that has 
been occurring in our schools is incredibly 
sad, and it troubles a lot of folks, and it trou-
bled me and Laura. And so I asked Margaret 
and Al to host a gathering of concerned citi-
zens, the purpose of which is to come up 
with best practices and just shared experi-
ences so that others might know how to 
react—to prevent and react to inexplicable 
and—violence that is hard to imagine. 

All of us in this country want our class-
rooms to be gentle places of learning, places 
where people not only learn the basics— 
basic skills necessary to become productive 
citizens but learn to relate to one another. 
And our parents, I know, want to be able 
to send their child or children to schools that 
are safe places. And the violence we’ve 
seen—this is upsetting to a lot of people, and 
I know it’s upsetting to the professionals who 
are with us. But rather than be upset, it’s 
best for all of us who are responsible for help-
ing folks not only cope but to prevent action 
from taking place. It’s best to be proactive. 
And that’s what this meeting is. And so I want 
to thank you all for joining. 

I got a firsthand report on one of the pan-
els from Laura, who said that—I think if I 
could summarize your words, it was, like, 
really interesting and very important. And so 
I thought what I would do is ask Al and Mar-
garet to begin this session and maybe hear 
from some of the folks here—and then, if 
time permitting, hear from you all out in the 
audience. 
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Again, I want to thank Margaret and Al 
for setting this up, and really thank you all 
for coming and taking an interest. I know 
we got people from all around the country, 
and it’s—this is a nationwide effort to help 
people who are responsible, protect our chil-
dren. 

Attorney General Alberto Gonzales. 
Thank you. Mr. President, thank you for ask-
ing Margaret and I to host this important 
conference. We’ve had some good panel dis-
cussions, as you’ve already heard already. 
You’ve met some of the panelists that we’ve 
invited back. And just for our audience, 
again, we’ve asked Dr. Marleen Wong, Craig 
Scott, Fred Ellis, and Sheriff Jeff Dawsy to 
help us speak with the President about this 
important issue. 

[At this point, Attorney General Gonzales 
continued his remarks.] 

The President. I like the Secret Service, 
too, Art. [Laughter] 

[Art Kelly, former police chief, New Bedford, 
MA, made brief remarks.] 

The President. Let me ask you a question, 
Al—not you, Chief, but—well, I can ask you 
too. I presume out of this there will be a 
series of best practices that you will share 
with principals and schools districts that ex-
plain, for example, what people could look 
for to determine whether or not there’s an 
early warning sign, and then how to respond. 

Attorney General Gonzales. Exactly. 
The President. Okay, good. Thanks, 

Chief. 

[Attorney General Gonzales made further re-
marks, and Jeff Dawsy, sheriff, Citrus Coun-
ty, FL, made brief remarks.] 

The President. Is there an opportunity to 
share, between sheriffs around the country, 
how they’re dealing with this issue? Does it 
make sense to have the National Sheriff’s As-
sociation contact members, ask for stories, 
practices, and then condense them and send 
them back out so that people can—who 
probably aren’t listening to this will be able 
to—— 

Sheriff Dawsy. I think it would be a won-
derful initiative. One of the things I learned 
today was not more about questions but more 

of solutions. There was many different speak-
ers that came up and told us about different 
resources to use. 

The President. Yes, that’s my point. 
Attorney General Gonzales. Mr. Presi-

dent, I think that Sheriff Dawsy would say 
that this program helps him to do his job, 
which means that I’m sure all the sheriffs 
around the country would like that kind of 
program as well, to help them do their job. 

The President. That’s my point. Yes, so 
who is responsible for talking to the head 
of the Sheriff’s Association or the police 
chiefs to make sure that happens? 

Audience member. I’m right here, sir, 
and it will be done. 

The President. Thank you, sir. Very good. 

[The discussion continued.] 

The President. Did you say 81 percent 
of the students were aware of a violent act? 

Fred Ellis. Some of the data that I had 
heard today from the Secret Service and 
some of their research, that much informa-
tion was out there. 

The President. It seems like a pretty good 
opportunity to prevent an attack if 81 percent 
of the—there’s an 81-percent awareness of 
a potential attack, which then I guess would 
lead to making sure principals explain to stu-
dents: ‘‘When you hear something, please tell 
me.’’ 

[Mr. Ellis, director, Office of Safety & Secu-
rity, Fairfax County Public Schools, Centre-
ville, VA, made brief remarks, and the discus-
sion continued.] 

The President. Is it typical of a student 
that expresses a wish to die, makes that clear 
to his or her peers and to—if people are at-
tuned to what that means, to pay attention 
to somebody who exhibits the behavior that 
says, ‘‘I am depressed, and I want to die?’’ 
I mean, is it—it’s a pretty strong statement. 

Marleen Wong. It’s a wonderful question, 
because there are behaviors, and there are 
expressions of hopelessness that come before 
that. And so I think we have to do a lot of 
education with just folks who say, you know, 
‘‘They’ve changed; they don’t have joy in 
life,’’ and that this is an early warning sign. 

The President. But is it easy to define the 
behavior that would tip off an adult in a 
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school, or some—a coach or an art teacher 
that this is the kind of behavior that ought 
to say to us, we better pay attention to this 
person, this child? 

Ms. Wong. Yes. There’s a short list, and 
actually, the student who sat on the previous 
panel did an excellent job of naming all of 
those things. I was so proud of her. I thought 
she ought to come and do some training with 
our—— 

The President. And how many educators 
do you think that can name—good job, by 
the way—how many adults do you think 
around the schools in America can name the 
traits that would say, we better pay attention 
to this person? 

Ms. Wong. Not enough. 
The President. And therefore, what can 

we do to make sure that people understand 
what to look for? It seems like to me that 
a lot of our focus ought to be on preventing. 
And no question, we ought to worry about 
recovering, but preventing is—makes the re-
covery not necessary. 

Secretary of Education Margaret 
Spellings. Chiarasay, you did such a nice job 
this morning; why don’t you go to the micro-
phone real quick and tell us the nine signs. 

The President. Where are you from 
Chiarasay? 

Chiarasay Perkins. Mr. President, I’m 
from Walton County, Florida. 

The President. Good. I know your Gov-
ernor. [Laughter] 

[Ms. Perkins, student, Walton Senior High 
School, DeFuniak Springs, FL, made brief re-
marks.] 

The President. That’s great. Thank you. 
Ms. Wong. Thank you. 
The President. Let me ask you a question. 

From your experience, Marleen, if a teacher 
were to notice those traits, is it typical that 
someone would act on them? In other words, 
I’m just trying to make sure I understand. 
If a student sees—I mean, a teacher sees a 
student begin to change clothes and begin 
to—does a principal and a teacher tend to 
say, ‘‘Well, that’s really not my business; it’s 
the parents’ business?’’ In other words, 
awareness requires, by the way, some kind 
of response. 

Ms. Wong. And I think that varies around 
the country. 

The President. Yes, I’m sure it does. 
Ms. Wong. I think that more and more 

people are beginning to pay attention just be-
cause we have paid such a dear price for ig-
noring some of the warning signs. 

The President. So maybe an outcome for 
this is to encourage—for you to get in touch 
with the principals’ organizations or the 
teachers’ organizations and help—— 

Secretary Spellings. ——them be aware 
of the warning signs. 

The President. And then—I guess there’s 
a certain confidence that has to come with 
interfering—not interfering but interceding 
in a child’s life. My only question is, is there 
hesitancy when an adult says, ‘‘Well, maybe 
this is just the way it’s supposed to be,’’ or 
‘‘Maybe it’s none of my business’’? And the 
question is, if that’s the case—if you can de-
termine that’s the case, how do you get peo-
ple to respond differently? 

Secretary Spellings. Cathy Paine from 
Oregon told us about—where they had an 
incident there, that there were dozens of 
signs of this particular shooter and that the 
full picture didn’t become clear until after 
the incident. 

The President. Can you—do you mind 
sharing that? Thanks, Cathy. 

[Cathy Paine, special programs adminis-
trator, Springfield School District, Spring-
field, OR, made brief remarks.] 

The President. The whole purpose of this 
exercise is to help educate and, if there needs 
to be cultural change inside schools, for 
teachers to become more aware and more 
active—or principals—is to try to stimulate 
these kinds of discussions, obviously, outside 
of Washington, at the local level or State lev-
els, in the hopes of preventing these from 
happening in the first place. 

Thank you for coming to share your expe-
rience and appreciate your sharing your ex-
pertise. 

Secretary Spellings. One of the people 
who’s been doing that in a very meaningful 
way is Craig Scott, who has talked all over 
the country to teenagers and teachers and 
educators and school leaders. And he has a 
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very powerful story, as you know. His sister, 
Rachel, was murdered in Columbine. 

So, Craig, why don’t you share your 
thoughts. 

[Craig Scott, former student, Columbine 
High School, Aurora, CO, made brief re-
marks.] 

The President. Good job. Whew. Which 
one of us up here can now talk after that? 
Thank you. Yes, that’s great. You are chang-
ing our society. You may not realize it, but 
thank you—powerful statement. 

I’d be glad to hear from people in the audi-
ence. [Laughter] Yes, I probably won’t be 
able to hear from all of you in the audience. 

That was great, Craig. Thank you. Could 
I have that? 

Mr. Scott. Oh, absolutely. 
The President. Thank you. Yes, sir. 

Character Education/Community 
Involvement in Schools 

Q. Mr. President, I haven’t had this feeling 
since I was 17, and that’s the last time that 
I asked you a question in Herbert, Texas. 
I’ve spoken to hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple since. Last time I was nervous was when 
I was 17 in Herbert, Texas, and you were 
campaigning in Herbert, Texas. 

The President. Don’t tell them I came 
in second place in a two-man race. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. My name is Pete Vargas. I’m the na-
tional director for Rachel’s Challenge, the 
program—— 

The President. Oh, fantastic, Pete. 
Q. ——that Craig just talked about. And 

I want to echo something that’s very dear 
to my heart and Darrel, his father who is 
sitting right here. 

The President. Your dad is there? Where 
is your dad? Excuse me. Okay, thank you. 
Raised a good man here. 

Q. I talk to thousands of educators every 
month—our team does—thousands. And one 
of the things that disturbs me is there’s hun-
dreds that say, ‘‘Pete, you all have changed 
the culture of our school.’’ But then there’s 
thousands that say, ‘‘It’s so hard for us to 
fit our—we want your program so bad, but 
we have testing and testing and testing and 
this and that,’’ and it made me think about 

something, President. It made me think 
about growing up—I was going the wrong 
direction completely. I was stealing; I was 
doing everything possibly wrong—vandalism, 
beating up kids. And in seventh grade there 
was a teacher, Mrs. Muldanado, who touched 
my heart. In 10th grade there was a lady that 
you know from Herbert, Texas, that touched 
my heart. And in ninth grade my tennis coach 
touched my heart, and those three people 
changed my life. And as we—why I believe 
in what I’m doing so much is Darrel’s motto 
is that if we touch the heart of the kid, the 
head will follow. If we touch their heart, the 
head will follow, and the hands will make 
the difference. 

My question to you today is, I don’t want 
us to look at the warning signs; I want us 
to eliminate the warning signs. 

The President. Right, right. 
Q. What can we do—what can we do, and 

this is echoing Darrel and what Craig just 
said—what can we do from the government’s 
standpoint to go back to touching the heart 
of the kid, to teaching character education? 
Because we hear that all the time about the 
testing. 

The President. I agree. Pete, let me say— 
first on the tests. Thanks for coming. It’s 
good to see you again. I was probably more 
nervous than you were when you asked the 
question. [Laughter] 

Q. You look the same. [Laughter] 
The President. I like selected memory. 

[Laughter] 
First, in terms of testing, I don’t think it’s 

zero sum. I think you can make sure a child 
learns, and I think you can instill character 
at the same time. I don’t think you have to 
choose. As a matter of fact, I know we can’t 
say that one doesn’t beget the other. I hap-
pen to believe that self-esteem comes when 
a child realizes he or she can read early, at 
grade level. And I think one of the real prob-
lems—[applause]—I think one of the real 
problems we have, Pete, is a school system 
across the country that basically gives up on 
children because we don’t measure to deter-
mine whether or not they have the skills nec-
essary to read, for example. 

And so I’m concerned about a system that 
socially promotes children, because I think 
that at some point in time, that begins to 
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affect a child’s vision of the future, and a 
grim vision of the future may be that which 
triggers a response that is negative. 

Character education is—I know we funded 
quite a bit of it when I was the Governor 
of Texas. Let me put the funding issue right 
on the table. The Federal Government is a 
limited funder of education, and I happen 
to believe that’s the way it should be. I don’t 
think it’s possible for the people to have ex-
pectations that the Government should fund 
public schools. This is a local responsibility. 
It’s been that way throughout our history. I 
think it makes sense to do so, because it tends 
to make control of our schools more local-
ized, which I happen to think is the best way 
to achieve excellence. 

And so therefore, not to try to pass respon-
sibilities, although we do have character edu-
cation grants out of Washington, and we’ve 
got school safety grants out of Washington, 
but the best place to facilitate that kind of 
initiative, to make sure that character is 
taught in schools, is at the State level. 

Secondly, it’s really important, Pete, that 
people not think government is a loving enti-
ty. Government is law and justice. Love 
comes from the hearts of people that are able 
to impart love. And therefore, what Craig is 
doing is—he doesn’t realize it—he’s a social 
entrepreneur. He is inspiring others to con-
tinue to reach out to say to somebody who 
is lonely, ‘‘I love you.’’ And I’m afraid this 
requires a higher power than the Federal 
Government to cause somebody to love 
somebody. And therefore, it’s a—[ap-
plause]—and therefore, one of the things we 
can do, though, is to call upon people—we’ve 
got the USA Freedom Corps Initiative, for 
example, that calls on volunteers to take ac-
tive participation in their communities. 

You know, Craig said something inter-
esting. I believe societies change one heart 
at a time. I don’t mean to mimic what you 
said, but I was actually praising what you 
said, because that’s how it works. And the 
truth of the matter is, if we really think about 
it, the primary responsibility, the primary 
teacher of character is the parent. That is 
the frontline of enabling our society to be 
a compassionate, decent place. You wouldn’t 
be sitting here if your mother and father 
hadn’t instilled in you a—something inside 

your soul that caused you to sit here in front 
of the President of the United States and give 
an unbelievably eloquent testimony about 
compassion. 

And the second line of defense in schools 
is, obviously, teachers. And the hope is, is 
that out of this violence and terror comes 
this notion that teachers have got to be— 
and by the way, the teachers have got an un-
believably hard job—to not only teach but 
to show concern and compassion. They’ve 
got their own lives to live. They’ve got their 
own families to raise many times, and now 
they’ve got to deal with yet another family 
situation, Pete. But yet, nevertheless, that is 
where the compassion—you notice, you 
didn’t say, ‘‘I went to a program.’’ You named 
three individuals that were heroic in your 
lives. And that’s the way it works. 

Now, teaching character matters—no 
question about it—and there’s some great 
curriculum to do it. But the truth of the mat-
ter is, all this need to say, ‘‘I love you,’’ comes 
from your soul. And so hopefully, out of these 
tragedies will come the sense of communal 
obligation all throughout our country, for 
people to take an extra effort to comfort the 
lonely. That could be a student or a teach-
er—Pete, in your case, a tennis coach. Still 
got a backhand? Anyway, thank you, buddy. 
It’s good to see you again. 

Yes, ma’am. Oh, yes, sir. 

Voluntarism 
Q. My name is John Kavelin. Up until yes-

terday, I was a Walt Disney Imagineer for 
16 years, but I have quit that activity to com-
mit myself for the rest of my life to a char-
acter education program that my sister, her 
husband, and I created 15 years ago, on a 
little island in the Pacific Northwest, called 
The Virtues Project. And it is exactly what 
I think many people are looking for, because 
it reaches the heart. It is a multifaith, multi-
cultural effort to simply teach five strategies 
that help people practice virtues in everyday 
life. 

What we’ve learned in 85 countries where 
this is applied is that values are culture spe-
cific; virtues are universal to every sacred tra-
dition. So simply practicing virtues in the 
home, in the school, in the workplace makes 
a shift in the culture. 
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And I am offering my love and my admira-
tion for so many good-willed people in this 
room for bringing this group of people to-
gether. It’s so exciting. And we’re simply here 
to support whatever is going on. 

The President. Yes, thanks for doing what 
you’re doing. See, this is a—our country is 
blessed by the fact that we have people who 
stand up and say, ‘‘I want to contribute,’’ like 
you. Just retired yesterday? You don’t look 
a day over 60. Anyway—[laughter]. 

But, see, Craig, what you’re doing and 
what this gentleman is doing will stimulate 
a lot of—as you said, you’ve talked to a mil-
lion kids, or a million people—same with 
you, sir. I believe that there is no single an-
swer, no single program. It’s a mosaic of pro-
grams all stimulated because people have de-
cided to do something about the problem. 
And it’s really the uniqueness of the country. 

I like to remind our fellow citizens that 
de Tocqueville recognized this in 1832, the 
fact that voluntary organizations came to-
gether to help solve local problems. And it 
is—in my judgment, it is this capacity of citi-
zens to take action to solve problems that 
defines the true greatness of America. 

And, Pete, to answer your question about 
government: Government’s role, in many 
ways, is to stimulate and to encourage and 
to thank people who have taken it upon 
themselves to either start character edu-
cation or go into classrooms and to change 
society one person at a time. 

Yes, sir. 

Parent and Community Involvement in 
Schools 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Marvin 
Nash. I represent the Bullying Hurts Pro-
gram and the NASH Foundation, which 
stands for ‘‘No Adolescent Should Hurt,’’ 
from Cheyenne, Wyoming. I want to let you 
know that I will be traveling back to Nash-
ville, Tennessee, where Storme Warren, with 
Great American Country, and Charlie Dan-
iels will be helping me make PSAs to address 
this issue. Instead of talking about my pro-
gram though, I want to give my time up to 
this lady right here. She spent seven—she 
spent her time with 17 students locked in 
a closet at Columbine, and she has a question 

for you. So we’re not going to talk about me; 
we’re going to talk about her. 

The President. Thank you, buddy. Nice- 
looking hat. 

Q. Mr. President, Madam Secretary of 
Education, Marleen, Craig, and everybody 
else, my name is—[inaudible]—and I’m just 
a regular person. I don’t have a radio talk 
show. [Laughter] And I don’t—I’m not in 
charge of a big, major organization. I am a 
flight attendant for Frontier Airlines, and I’m 
shaking right now because I didn’t think I 
was going to get up here. And I’m also a 
proud, retired teacher from Columbine High 
School. 

And I think everything I was going to say 
just kind of flew out of my mind. I’m also 
a professional volunteer, and I am not here 
to ask for money for any program. When I 
said ‘‘professional volunteer,’’ I don’t mean 
I make money volunteering, but there are 
a whole group of just regular people like me 
out there. Even though I retired from Col-
umbine, I have a daughter at Columbine 
right now who is a junior. I volunteer in the 
post-grad center there. I volunteer with the 
cheer squad, the football team, and it doesn’t 
always take a lot of money to get things done. 
It’s little people like me—I don’t mean in 
size. I mean, it’s little people like me who 
get there, little people like us. Like Grand 
Daddy Wong used to say, ‘‘Okay, one stick— 
you break it one at a time,’’ but if we stick 
together, we can get it done. 

I’m just saying, unless us volunteers—I al-
ways have time to volunteer, and I know 
other people do too, and it’s what Craig was 
saying, it comes from the heart. President 
Bush, it’s what you were saying. It’s what our 
parents taught us, and it’s what we need to 
teach our kids. It’s that—I hope I don’t pro-
nounce it wrong—generativity, where we 
help to make the next generation better. So 
I’m sorry I forgot what my question was. 
[Laughter] 

The President. What matters is your testi-
mony, not your question. Thank you. 

Last question, and I’ve got to go. Gonzales 
is also reminding me; actually I’m on a sched-
ule here. I apologize. I’d like to sit here all 
day, listening, and I am inspired that so many 
came to talk about this subject. 

Yes, ma’am. 
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Character Education in State Curricula 
Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President, 

Madam Secretary. My name is—[inaudi-
ble]—and I’m a youth programs director in 
New York City for a nonprofit called Art of 
Living Foundation. And like a lot of these 
wonderful people here, we teach a program 
in human values and stress management for 
teenagers and how to handle their negative 
emotions—which they just don’t learn, I’m 
finding nowadays. And what I have students 
constantly asking me is, ‘‘Can’t this be a class 
in our school? Can we learn human values 
and universal ethics that are found in every 
culture?’’ But they’re not being taught—a lot 
of times not at home—they’re not being 
taught. And they’re definitely not always 
being taught in schools. There’s some amaz-
ing public school teachers, but there’s also 
some very stressed-out public school teach-
ers. 

The President. Absolutely. 
Q. Can this be—is there a way to have 

a class in public school where students learn 
stress management, the ability to deal with 
their own anger, frustration, and violent ten-
dencies, and also to learn human values and 
actually practice them? Can they receive 
credit for a class like this? This is what stu-
dents are asking, and I have superintendents 
coming to me saying, ‘‘What can you do?— 
in our suspension centers—we’ll give credit 
to students for doing this.’’ Is there a way 
we can do that? 

Secretary Spellings. Well, those are State 
curriculum issues, and lots of States have in-
cluded character education or programs like 
that as part of their required curriculum and 
give credit for it. But I would commend all 
those superintendents to their State board of 
education and put them to work. We had 
some of that in Texas and gave a lot of credit 
for peer mentoring and those sorts of things 
that are so supportive of kids. 

The President. I am sorry for those of you 
standing in line. I know; I apologize. 

Q. Time for one more? 
The President. Okay, one final guy—go 

ahead. [Laughter] 

Voluntarism 
Q. I wanted to explain why I had on a 

bright red jacket. 

The President. Yes, that’s why. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. I appreciate it. 
The President. Thank you for coming. 
Q. My name is Michael Wade Smith, and 

I’m the national president for Family, Ca-
reer, and Community Leaders of America. 
We are an in-school, high school, and middle 
school organization focusing on the family. 
Our main mission is to promote family as the 
basic unit of society. 

And I’m happy I got to follow up after 
your question because we are—family con-
sumer sciences—its curriculum in high 
schools and middle schools is teaching char-
acter education, that is teaching youth vio-
lence prevention. We’re teaching career ex-
ploration. Because of our title, Family and 
Consumer Sciences and Family, Career, and 
Community Leaders of America, we address 
every one of the issues that’s been presented 
in the discussions and in this room. And we 
are willing and wanting to partner with every 
single person in here to help students get 
this message out to students. We’re about 
peer-to-peer message sharing. We want each 
and every student in our organization, which 
reaches about a quarter of a million students, 
to be a lot broader than that. We want to 
touch every student in America through our 
programs and through our mission to pro-
mote family as the basic unit of society—and 
the values thereof. 

So I thank you, Mr. President, Mrs. 
Bush—— 

The President. Why the red coat? 
[Laughter] Just so you got called on? I mean, 
is there a—[laughter]. 

Q. I just wanted that. No, our colors in 
the organization are red and white. 

The President. Fabulous. 
Q. So all of the officers wear our red jack-

ets. 
The President. I, once again, apologize. 

I’ve got to get on an airplane. But I do want 
to thank you all for coming. I hope you have 
found this interesting. I am a results-oriented 
person, and I expect from Margaret and Al 
to make sure that out of all this effort comes 
some concrete action to help people under-
stand what is possible, what is doable, the 
programs that are working. And the head of 
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the sheriff’s department readily sprung to his 
feet to say, ‘‘You can count on me. ’’ 

The purpose has got to be more than just 
hoping somebody is listening to TV. The pur-
pose has got to be—out of this—that we 
share information so that we can save lives, 
encourage parents, and help people respond. 

And I want to thank you all very much 
for coming. I’m proud you’re here. God bless 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. at the 
National 4–H Conference Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. Partici-
pating in the event was Marleen Wong, director, 
Crisis Counseling and Intervention Services, Los 
Angeles Unified School District, and director, 
Trauma Services Adaptation Center for Schools 
and Communities, Los Angeles, CA. 

Remarks at a Reception for 
Congressional Candidate Mac 
Collins in Macon, Georgia 

October 10, 2006 

Thanks for coming. It’s good to be in 
Macon. Thanks for coming out. One thing 
about old Mac is, you know where he stands. 
That’s the kind of Congressman you need 
from this part of the world, and that’s the 
kind of Congressman we need in Wash-
ington, DC—straightforward thinker, bring-
ing common sense to the Nation’s Capital. 

I’m proud to stand here with Mac Collins. 
I know him well. I’ve worked with him; I’ve 
listened carefully to his ideas. No doubt in 
my mind he’s the best person to represent 
the Eighth Congressional District from the 
State of Georgia. 

I’m also for him because he married well. 
Of course, that’s why he invited me, because 
I married well. [Laughter] And I want you 
to know, Julie and Mac, that Laura sends her 
very best to you both. I know she was your 
first choice for this fundraiser. [Laughter] 
She’s got to be the most patient woman in 
America. I know we’ve got some Texans here, 
and they went to the same college as Laura 
did. And when she went there, she, frankly, 
wasn’t interested in politics and, I think, 
didn’t care for politicians. [Laughter] Now 
here she is as the Nation’s First Lady, and 

I firmly believe this country is better off with 
Laura as the First Lady. 

I’m not only proud to be here with Mac 
Collins—and I want to thank you for sup-
porting him, by the way. I cannot thank you 
enough for helping this good man. He not 
only needs to fill the hat in order to run a 
good campaign, he’s going to need your work 
coming down the stretch. He’s going to need 
you to help make the phone calls and put 
up the signs and turn out the vote. He’s going 
to need the grassroots activists to step up and 
say to their fellow citizens, you’ve got a good 
man in Mac Collins. He knows what happens 
in Washington, DC. He’s not a novice up 
there. When he gets back up there, he knows 
what he needs to do. And he’s going to rep-
resent the will of the people of this district, 
see. That’s the thing I like about Mac. And 
so I want to thank you for giving of your 
money, and thank you for giving of your time 
when we come down the stretch. 

I also want to thank you for supporting 
one of the Nation’s fine Governors, Governor 
Sonny Perdue. You know what—all Sonny is 
doing is—in office is what he said he’s going 
to do. He said he’s going to do this; he’s going 
to do it; and he does. And I’m proud to be 
with Sonny, and I want to thank you for help-
ing him. 

I’m also proud to be able to work with 
a really fine United States Senator in Senator 
Saxby Chambliss, and I see sweet Julianne 
is with you. Thanks for coming, Julianne. 
Now, let me say this about Saxby—if you’re 
interested in agriculture, you don’t have to 
worry about your interests being represented 
in the United States Senate. The man has 
got some stroke up there in Washington— 
[laughter]—and he knows what he’s talking 
about. And those of us in the White House 
listen to him. Senator, we’re proud you’re 
here. 

Georgia has got a fine congressional dele-
gation, and one of the Congressmen is with 
us today—Lynn Westmoreland. Congress-
man, thanks for coming. Good to see you. 
Appreciate your time. We’ve spent some 
quality time together, and I know he’s a good 
one, and I know he’s looking forward to get-
ting Mac up there to work with him to do 
what’s right for the country. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 13:27 Oct 17, 2006 Jkt 208250 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P41OCT4.013 P41OCT4


